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However misguided he may have hern in this instance, particularly
when judged hy subsequent <wonts, it cannot he denied that tin* (l<n\\roller*
General at this lime resorted to a numher of other violent and unfortunate
measures in an endeavour U> sustain by force tlu* 'system' which the
public was declining to support: voluntarily. *I will compel eoniidenee,1
he said. A decree of January 20, 1720, had authorized the search of all
houses, even those belonging to religious communities, for old eoinn
which had been withheld from rccoinagc!. This was followed hy more
sumptuary and tyrannical legislation. The wearing of diamonds ami other
precious stones on the person was forbidden under penalty of confiscation
and a fine of 10,000 livres, Goldsmiths were prohibited from making uny
gold or silver articles except episcopal rings. Payments for all nmotmlH In
excess of KM) livres in future had to be made in notes and not in specie*
Perhaps the height of tyranny was reached by the edict of February 27
whicil forbade any person of whatever rank or \\valth from keeping gold
or silver to the amount of more than 5HO livres. The penalty was a fine
of 10,000 Hvms and, of course* the confiscation of the specie. To thin eml
informations were encouraged and the informer given a share of the
treasure. It was laid down that the police, might enter and search any
house in execution of this decree.
The notorious decree of February 21 was rigorously enforced, and it
naturally led to a mass of denunciations of individuals for hoarding
specie. The inducements offered to informers appealed to the worst u>
stincits and passions in the community at a time when manners and tnnrah
had grown particularly lax* Spiteful or jealous servants were especially
prone to denounce their masters, and m one instance a son gave in for*
matiori against his own father. Not even religious establishments were
exempt from these proceedings, and alms were eonfwaled on tlu* ground
that, if the.y were really what they purported to be* they should already
have boon given to charily, However, the, law was not fairly adtniwHtefod
an between rich and poor- Men like the Prince dc (!onti, who1 openly
admitted having carted away several wagon loads of gold from the bank,
submitted to the most perfunctory search of their houses and kept their
treasure. Others less fortunate were relieved of their fortunes in quick
order, including the brothers Paris, who unsuccessfully endeavoured to
transport 7,000,000 livres to Lorraine,
It now only remained for Law to do away altogether with the cir*
culation of gold and silver, even in small amounts. On March 11 it was
announced that gold should ceaac to be, employed for the payment of any